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THE ABSOLUTE OF TRUTH

John 18:38
[38] Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he
went out again to the Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all."

John 14:6
[6] "Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me."

When Jesus stood condemned before Pilate, the Roman Governor, they
shared a brief exchange.  Jesus told Pilate, “… the reason I was born and
came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth
listens to Me.” (John 18:37c, NIV).  
The truth Jesus spoke of was foreign to Pilate.  
To Pilate, truth was relative.  
Morality was subjective in his own world of politics.  
Jesus’ statement must have caught him off guard.  Pilate responded by
asking, “What is truth?” in verse 38. 

The assumption in this question is that truth and morality are subjective. 
 While different cultures practice varying customs and values, the Bible
makes it clear that what is right and wrong is objectively based on the
revelation of truth. That truth is not so much a system of morality as it is
a person.  Jesus said, “I am the truth…” in John 14:6.  This is the greatest
revelation of morality we can have.  Jesus came to show us what the
Creator’s intention was for man to be moral, normal, and functional.  The
reason man is immoral and dysfunctional is because of the absence of the
creator within the creature.  God created man in such a way that His



presence within us is indispensable to our existence if we are to be normal and
functional as moral human beings. 

What instinct is for animals, the Holy Spirit is for man. We were not created as an animal
with an inherent instinct that controls our behavior. We were created to function in
relationship with our Creator. God made man in His image, after His likeness, so that we
may reflect the character of our Creator through everything we do, say, and are. Because
of sin, man is physically alive but spiritually dead. Sin separated us from the life of God
within us. It was what God meant when he told Adam that in the day he ate of the
forbidden fruit, he would surely die. It was a spiritual death that would later bring
physical death. 

When God gave man the moral law, the Ten Commandments, He was simply expressing
His own character. When He said, “Do not lie,” He was saying that I created you in My
image and you are to tell the truth because I am not a liar. One theologian put it like this:
“His law states, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ God is simply saying, ‘You are a creature to
whom I have given a body to express the fact that your physical and visible form is
inhabited and governed by the God who is Spirit and invisible. I designed it that way so
that everyone, by looking at your behavior, will know how I Myself behave, and I am not
an adulterer; I do not indulge in promiscuous sex.’” 

The moral law represents the minimal demands of a Holy God who, as Creator, has every
right to make those demands of those He created in His own image for the very purpose
of revealing His character. If that is true, and we believe it is, then the law reveals to us
the character of God and His perfect nature. 
The standard of morality is God in all of His perfection, and the only righteousness that
God recognizes on our part is His own righteousness functioning in us by virtue of His
presence within us. Paul put it like this in Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV): “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

The good news is that through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, God imparts His
Divine Nature within us, giving us the capacity to reproduce His character so that by our
behavior we can reflect the image and likeness of our Creator and live moral lives that
please Him. This fact is one of the great pieces of evidence for God. It is His presence
within man that makes man moral. The Bible explain it clearly in 2 Peter 1:3-9.

Therefore, the Truth is a person – Jesus Christ is the truth! Through a personal
relationship with Jesus, we can live in the truth, and His truth will set you free!

Prayer: Oh God, please reveal Yourself to me to know the truth so as to be free from the
boundage of the devil, in Jesus name, Amen!
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